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BARGAINING ROUND BY ACCEPTING SIX PERCENT WAGE INCREASE 

SUMMARY: BY ACCEPTING A 6 PERCENT WAGE PACKAGE, THE 
STEELWORKERS IN NORTHRHINE- WESTPHALIA AND BREMEN HAVE 
TRIED TO COVER THE EXPECTED INCREASE IN THE COST OF 
LIVING WHILE DOING THEIR PART TO COMBAT INFLATION, IN 
CREASE EXPORTS AND STIMULATE INVESTMENTS WHICH WOULD 
CREATE JOBS. THEY HAVE ALSO ESTABLISHED A PRECEDENT 
WHICH WILL INFLUENCE OTHER WAGE SETTLEMENTS DURING THE 
1976 ROUND OF COLLECTIVE BARGAINING. END SUMMARY. 

1. AFTER LENGTHY NEGOTIATIONS, THE DGB METALWORKERS 
UNION ACCEPTED A 6 PERCENT WAGE AND FRINGE BENEFIT 
PACKAGE FOR ABOUT 220,000 BLUE AND WHITE COLLAR WORKERS 
IN THE STEEL INDUSTRY IN NORTHRHINE- WESTPHALIA AND BRE- 
MEN. THE NEW AGREEMENT, WHICH IS VALID FOR 12 MONTHS, 

SETS THE PATTERN FOR WAGE SETTLEMENTS IN OTHER INDUSTRIES 
FOR 1976. 

2. BOTH THE METALWORKERS UNION AND THE STEEL EMPLOYERS' 
ASSOCIATION HAVE CALLED THE SETTLEMENT AN ACCEPTABLE 
COMPROMISE. THE METALWORKERS' COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
COMMISSION FOR THE STEEL INDUSTRY HAS APPROVED THE 
AGREEMENT BY 109 VOTES TO 8. 

3. THE NEW AGREEMENT, WHICH STILL REQUIRES APPROVAL BY 
THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF THE EMPLOYERS' ASSOCIATION, PROVIDES A 5 PERCENT 
INCREASE IN WAGES AND SALARIES EFFECTIVE NOVEMBER 1, 

A ONE-TIME PAYMENT OF DM 25.00 FOR EACH WORKER, AND A 
TEN PERCENT INCREASE IN THE ANNUAL ONE MONTH SALARY 
BONUS. THE NEGOTIATING PARTNERS ALSO AGREED TO 
EXTEND THE CURRENT REGULATIONS ON SPECIAL JOB SUPPLE- 
MENTS FOR STEEL WORKERS, WHICH WOULD HAVE EXPIRED ON 
JANUARY 31, 1976, TO OCTOBER 31, 1976. 

4. IG MF.TALI. WILL SOON BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE 
METAL MANUFACTURERS FOR NEW CONTRACTS TO SUCCEED THE 
ONES EXPIRING DECEMBER 3 1 . THE NEXT MAJOR UNION TO BE- 
GIN WAGE NEGOTIATIONS WILL BE THE DGB PUBLIC SERVICE 
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AND TRANSPORT WORKERS UNION (OETV). OETV PRESIDENT 
HEINZ KLUNCKER HAS ALREADY ANNOUNCED THAT HE CONSIDERS 
THE 6 PERCENT SETTLEMENT AS AN "ORIENTATION LINE", 

THEREBY SIGNALING THE GOVERNMENT AND OETV MEMBERS THAT 
THEY SHOULD ALSO ACCEPT A SIX PERCENT INCREASE WHICH 
WOULD COVER THE EXPECTED HIGHER COST OF LIVING. THERE- 
FORE, OETV IS NOT EXPECTED TO ACCEPT A 4 PERCENT RAISE 
WHICH THE PUBLIC EMPLOYERS WOULD LIKE TO OFFER AS A 
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MAXIMUM INCREASE. 

5. COMMENT: BY ACCEPTING A 6 PERCENT INCREASE, THE 
METALWORKERS ARE RESPONDING TO PRESSURE FROM GOVERN- 
MENT LEADERS TO LIMIT WAGE DEMANDS TO THE AMOUNT NEEDED 
TO OFFSET THE RISE IN THE COST OF LIVING. AFTER A LONG 
DIALOGUE WITH THE GOVERNMENT, TRADE UNIONISTS NOW 
ALSO AGREE WITH THE NEED TO RESTRAIN WAGE DEMANDS IN 
ORDER TO COMBAT INFLATION, TO KEEP GERMAN EXPORTS 
COMPETITIVE AND MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR EMPLOYERS TO MAKE 
ADDITIONAL INVESTMENTS WHICH WOULD CREATE NEW JOBS. 
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